RAIN 2009 Some Changes Coming

It’s October 24, 2008, and the Hilly Hundred is over. That means the 2008 bicycling season is coming to an end. It also means that I have no more excuses for my much delayed “RAIN 2008 Ride Directors Report.” Before I do that, however I would like to give everyone a “heads up” about some changes we are planning for RAIN 2009. The event will be Saturday July 18, one week later, in 2009. RAIN has not changed its fees in nearly 10 years, except for a mail-in surcharge to encourage online registration. We have been able to maintain our fee structure, because RAIN jerseys were introduced in 2004 and have been very successful. Jersey designs have been well received, and this year’s blue lightning strike at sunrise jersey was more than appropriate for the conditions. 

Over the past ten years, costs for food, jerseys, t-shirts, supplies and gasoline have gone up significantly. As a result, we are planning to raise the RAIN entry fee to $45.00 and increase the jersey price to $65.00. Another change will be the new Bloomington Bicycle Club “Web Merchant Account” which allows online registration and jersey purchase using Master Card, Visa and Discover without the third party surcharge for credit card processing. We are also changing our cancellation policy from “Entry Fees 80% Refundable” to “No Refunds for Entry Fees”. The RAIN Ride is the club’s main source of funding to promote bicycle education, bicycle safety and other bicycle related projects. Based upon past records, the new refund policy will affect less than one percent of our participants. While both registration and late registration fees will not be refunded, jersey orders will either be shipped at our expense after the ride or the cost will be refunded, depending upon availability. The last change, and perhaps the most important, we are changing jersey vendors from Revi to Primal. The sizing will be slightly different based upon samples from Revi and Primal. We plan to have a sizing chart linked to the www.rainride.org web site. Now for the Director’s Report.

2008 RAIN Ride Director’s Report 

By Joe Anderson 

“Five minutes to RAIN start!” came the announcement from the scissor lift at the Illinois-Indiana State Line. The weather was threatening as 1,000 bicyclists lined up on Illiana Road west of Terre Haute. There were a few sprinkles and lightning was flashing in the distance. “Two minutes to RAIN start!” The sprinkles stopped but the rolling thunder sounded closer. “One minute to RAIN start!” and I’m feeling a little safer. Surely lightning won’t strike this scissor lift creating an image like Moses lifting his staff to part the Red Sea. 

We had 1165 registered riders and 911 official finishers this year. Ridership was down 20 and we had 89 fewer finishers than last year which had perfect weather with highs in the 70s and a tailwind. For the second year in a row, Scott Moon and Kurt Lorenz finished at the head of the pack on a very fast tandem. I had received an e-mail on the 4th of June while Barbara and I were in Boston for our niece’s wedding. Kurt had just read my 2007 RAIN Ride Director’s Report and wanted me to correct the statement that Dave Tanner was the first finisher who rode the official route. Scott and Kurt actually went through the Plainfield rest stop parking lot and continued on the official route while a trailing group of a hundred or so riders continued straight east past the rest stop and had to blaze their own trail through Plainfield before rejoining the route south of Indianapolis on Camby Road. 

This year’s RAIN Ride is best described by the jersey design. The jersey scene which depicts flashing lightning, the rising sun and clearing skies was inspired by a backdrop slide used at Emmanuel Baptist Church last fall to display the music. Little did I know how accurately it would depict the weather at the start of the 2008 RAIN ride. RAIN jerseys in the past have been based upon the Historic National Road (US 40) with blurring heat rising from the road surface or flames to indicate how hot the day was. One year we used a raindrop jersey because of its simplicity and elegance. The original RAIN jersey of 2004 had orange and red lightning with the transposed distance reading “One way, One day, 185 miles”. Most of these past designs were based upon the previous year’s weather conditions. The 2008 jersey, coming from church in the middle of this supercharged election year, managed to capture the moment. The T-Shirt with the “Burn Carbohydrates, not Hydrocarbons,” on the other hand, is a totally different story as this e-mail from Evan Miller of Austin, Texas shows:

“Thanks for putting on a great event.

My wife, however, had a comment about the “Burn carbohydrates not hydrocarbons” statement on the T shirt.

She pointed out that I drove 1100 miles from Texas, my son flew from NYC to St Louis then he and my daughter drove to Terre Haute. They followed me across the state in a van I had borrowed from my parents in Bloomington, then took me to Bloomington after the ride. The next day I drove my son to Cincinnati for a return flight to NYC and then took my daughter back to Terre Haute to get her car. I drove back to Bloomington for a few days with my parents before driving back to Austin.  

Maybe next year I’ll have to ride from Texas to lessen the carbon footprint.”

Evan’s e-mail captures the essence of the event. As an inquiring phone call a year ago stated, “RAIN is an event I have to get on my bicycling resume.” 

2008, however, is a year I don’t really want to repeat weather-wise. Our new event called RAIN- STORM (Ride Across INdiana, Same Thing, Only Ride More) started in Richmond the Monday before RAIN with 32 participants riding 100+ miles each day. Riders spent overnights at state park inns in Brown County, Clifty Falls and Spring Mill State Parks and the Marriot Courtyard in Bloomington before arriving at the Terre Haute Drury Inn on Friday afternoon. They finished the six day event by riding RAIN’s 160 mile route back to their cars in Richmond. Based upon comments from RAINSTORM participants: great routes, plush overnight stops, great menus, bike mechanic, massage therapy and terrific SAG support, next year’s STORM ride may reach it’s 50-rider limit. 

Indiana’s weather in early June made the White River two miles wide in Brownstown and forced significant route changes for two of the BBC’s three events. Indiana State Park’s Touring Ride In Rural Indiana (TRIRI) and RAINSTORM both had washed out bridges and underwater roads.

The three week span for these three events, as well as an Anderson family reunion in Iowa over the July 4 weekend, made the logistics of painting and mapping 1,160 miles of bike route quite difficult. More difficult than the mapping and painting, however, was supplying RAIN rest stops with food and drinks from the back of a Penske rental truck in pouring down rain. Buster Hinds was rigging a tarp to cover the food table at the US 231 rest stop, and Bob Skelton, my Plainfield Middle School rest stop manager, was wearing hip boots to navigate the underwater parking lot that was to serve as the second rest stop. Fortunately, the school opened their hallway for us to move boxes of food inside out of the rain. What an aptly named ride we have!

Reports at the finish indicated that some riders made it across Indiana without getting rained on. Others rode in a downpour for many miles. The rain kept the temperature under control, which resulted in another high finishing percentage. In 2007 the cool temperature and significant tail winds resulted in our passing out 1,000 RAIN Finisher Medallions. This year I ordered 1100 just in case my jersey design turned out to be all wrong. Since it wasn’t, I have 189 left over. Because I back-ordered additional jerseys, I have a few of each size (except large) available. An e-mail to me at rainride@rainride.org will explain how to purchase one before we run out at next year’s ride.

Please make plans to join us on July 18, 2009 for next rear’s ride. The rainride.org website will be available to take online registration before January 1st. 

