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by Joe Anderson, RAIN Director

As Snoopy once said, “It was a dark and stormy night!” Lightning flashes highlighted the state of Indiana and rain drops covered the jerseys. One jersey said 185 miles the other 158. The demand for the raindrop jersey was so great we were sold out by Friday afternoon. I called Revi in North Carolina from the Drury Inn and made arrangements for a second printing that would be ready for delivery in October.  As of today 7/24/05 we have about thirty-five assorted sizes available for order ($60.00 and RAIN will pay the postage).

There was an ominous beginning to my RAIN weekend. The T-shirts were still being printed when I stopped Friday morning to pick them up. “You said you were leaving for Terre Haute at 10:00, it’s only 8:30 now.” On our way out of Bloomington, after picking up the Ts and the bananas and apples, the RAIN supply truck was stopped in Ellettsville by a funeral procession. We were the first vehicle stopped by the motorcycle officer.  I turned my lights on in an attempt to get the officer to allow me to pass through the red lights with the funeral procession. Not only did that ploy fail, but the car that tried to pass the slow moving funeral procession in the left lane was turned back by the officer. Luckily, I was only thinking about joining him. Fifteen miles later we were still traveling at 30 mph and beginning to think the deceased would be buried in Terre Haute. The hearse finally turned south in Spencer, and we picked up the pace in an attempt to recoup our lost time. Suddenly, on State Road 46 west of Spencer, we encountered a sign proclaiming “Road Closed on or after July 12". The detour sent us west on SR 246 toward Patricksburg and Clay City, a beautiful bicycle road with curves and hills, but not so great for a rental truck loaded with 1,350 T- Shirts, 400 Jerseys, a half ton of fruit, registration supplies, water coolers, awnings and signage to support a cross-state ride of more than 1,100 bicyclists. One-half mile into the detour, I mentioned to Mark, “That detour sign was ambiguous.” It didn’t say the road was closed today and the road wasn’t barricaded, but we were committed, and SR 246 was too narrow and curvy to turn around. 

I was cursing our new Governor, who had gotten elected on two issues, by proposing the entire state go on daylight savings time and by criticizing an inefficient Department of Transportation. He has had six months to get things straightened out, and here we are. The daylight savings time bill passed, but the Governor has asked Washington to determine if we should be in the eastern or the central time zone. What time will RAIN ‘06 begin and end? I haven’t a clue until Mitch gets things straightened out in the statehouse. 

Five miles into the detour we came upon a “Road Construction Ahead” sign with a flagger stopping all west-bound traffic. Guardrail repair closed the west bound lane for ten of fifteen minutes. At that point, I lost my patience and headed off on a side road north to SR 46. Driving 70 mph the rest of the way allowed us to get to the Drury only to discover that everyone else came straight through on 46. A crew was removing the center reflectors, and they caused one way traffic for a much shorter distance than the guardrail work on our detour. Way to go Mitch! A “Road Closed” sign doesn’t mean the road is closed, it just gives one the opportunity to “Wander Indiana.”

I would like to take this opportunity to thank each participant for choosing Indiana for a cross-state bike ride.


1,104 participants signed up


1,040 showed up


   906 completed the event in the allotted 14 hours. 

The last 65 finishers will receive their finisher medallion in the mail next week. Those who ordered Jersey’s should receive them in October.

Next year’s RAIN will be July 15, 2006. The Drury Inn will be ride headquarters. Times are tentative pending the outcome of Indiana’s Daylight Savings Time debate.

I have booked rooms at the following hotels. All are located at US 41 & I 70. The Signature Inn has committed to an early breakfast next year, and they are scheduled to have a name change in the near future. Watch the website rainride.org for late breaking information.

Drury Inn
$72.99 
(812) 238-1206

Pear Tree
$67.99

(812) 234-4268

Signature Inn
$62.00

(812) 238-1461

Econo Lodge
$59.00

(812) 234-9931

