RAIN 2007 Ride Director’s Report by Joe Anderson

Each year I write a RAIN Ride Report which focuses upon some interesting aspect of that year’s event. This year I could focus my ride report on the temperatures this past July 14 when 1,184 bicyclists from 22 states registered to participate in RAIN 2007. Temperatures a full 15 degrees cooler than last year would make a great focus for this year’s article. However, I’m not going to focus on the temperature. I could also focus my article on the wind. This year’s winds from the west allowed 1,000 riders to claim the “RAIN Finisher” medallion with not a single rider left on the route after the 9:00 pm official finishing time. The ten to fifteen mph winds compared very favorably with last year’s breeze from the east that allowed only 855 of the 1205 registered riders to finish, but I’m not going to focus on the wind. 

I could also focus on the two bandits who finished in the top ten, one of whom lied to me about leaving his rider number in a car west of Terre Haute. I offered both of them the opportunity to become official by paying a late-late registration fee but they both refused. I even asked their friends, the other three riders wearing matching jerseys to these two, if they wanted to pay the late-late entry fee for their friends. That friendship was judged not to be worth the $50 cost. I did retrieve his RAIN Finisher medallion. I could focus on the bandits because they cause me great concern, but I won’t. I’ll leave the bandit problem up to the RAIN participants. If you have a friend who wants to ride the route without paying the entry fee, have them ride the route the following week. Give them your map; the route will still be marked with those RAIN Dan Henry’s. I use long lasting paint, and a lot of it. According to advertising that comes with the full case of Easy Marker/Trig-A-Cap paint that’s required to paint the entire 160 mile route, it says, “You get more marks from every can, about two and one half miles, per case!” 

I could focus on the riders who accept hand-ups from moving support vehicles and have those support vehicles follow them on the narrow roads south of Indianapolis causing congestion beyond what a thousand bicyclists alone manage to create. I could focus on the riders reported drafting behind their own support vehicles, but I won’t. If you want to ride alongside your Personal Support Vehicle or draft behind it, we suggest that you come to Terre Haute the following weekend. Use as many artificial aids as you want to improve your crossing time. Run the stop signs, avoid the congestion of the rest stops and endanger only your own life. The rules for the Personal Support Vehicles exist for the safety of all Indiana road users, bicyclists and motorists alike. Please obey them, they are for your benefit and your safety.

I could talk about the two reported accidents, Michael Atwood collided with deer just east of Terre Haute, and a second rider broke his collar bone just one mile from the Earlham finish line. I’m not sure which is the most disappointing, missing out on the entire event because your bike is trashed or being only one mile from the prize (RAIN 2007 Finisher) and being taken away by ambulance. “Michael got run over by a RAIN deer” has a nice ring to it and could have potential as a country music Christmas song. However, I won’t talk about safety and I won’t talk about the RAIN deer accident.

What I will talk about are the photojournalists who accompanied this year’s ride to document the event for later publications. I’ll also talk about the lead group’s aversion to stopping at the RAIN rest stops and, finally, I’ll talk about the tension of having only 1,000 RAIN key chains along with the highest finishing percentage in RAIN history.

The scissor lift that I used at the Illinois state line to start the event supported a Channel 10 news crew from Terre Haute and Richard Fields, Outdoor Indiana’s premier photojournalist. Marty Benson, senior editor for the DNR publication was a RAIN participant and authored a one page RAIN article for the “Trailing” section of the Outdoor Indiana magazine. Early conversations with Marty indicated he only had room for one small photo. He didn’t tell me that small photo of the RAIN start would end up on the cover of the September/October 2007 issue. The cover photo can be seen at the magazine’s website, outdoorindiana.org. If you would like a hard copy of the magazine cover, want to read Marty’s article and see a second full page photo featuring an action shot of four RAIN riders early in the day, subscribe to the magazine. A one-year subscription is only $12.00 and can be arranged online at www.outdoorindiana.org. Your current subscription will include this September/October issue, but don’t delay.

The TV crew along the route and at the finish was from Ball State University. They are preparing an hour long program on the Historic National Road to be aired on PBS in early 2009. Their program will feature the RAIN Ride because we have had a cooperative arrangement with the Historic National Road Association for the last five years. The actual date of airing will be posted on the RAIN website at www.rainride.org when it becomes available.

Looking at the posted RAIN finish list you will notice that finisher number 39 is Dave Tanner. Dave is the only rider to have participated in all 21 RAIN Rides. He is also the first finisher this year to ride the actual RAIN route. Dave watched the lead group pass the Plainfield high school rest stop and head toward the Indianapolis airport. I spent a lot of time considering the safest route to the new rest stop and the logistics associated with the smooth flow of traffic, both bicycle and Personal Support Vehicles (PSV), around the school and back to the original RAIN route of past years. Little did I realize that the lead group would interpret the RAIN Rest Stop signs, the RAIN Dan Henrys, and the RAIN Arrows pointing into the school parking lot to mean “Continue Straight”. Hectic phone calls between some riders in the lead pack and their PSVs allowed them to return to the official RAIN route at the intersection of Camby Road and SR 67 after a detour taking them by the entrance to the new Indianapolis airport terminal. The first 38 riders traversed a route about one mile shorter, based upon a random sampling of bicycle computer readings, than the 160 miles listed on the RAIN application form, web site, T-shirt, jersey, and finisher medallion.

I ordered 1,000 RAIN Finisher key chains last April, not knowing the temperature, the wind direction, the wind speed or the humidity. Only 200 hundred riders had signed up at that point. The jersey design with flames was selected based upon last year’s weather which was hot enough to scorch 400 of last year’s 1200 participants. I thought that last year’s heat might affect this year’s ridership numbers, but I didn’t want to run out of key chains because of the extra work associated with reordering and mailing a small number at the end of the event. I have 200 Finisher medallions left over from last year, but they all say “2006 RAIN Finisher.” This year, the long range forecast a week before the event was very positive and we had a surge of last minute online registrations. The Active.com online registration is taken down Wednesday at midnight so we can finalize our arrangements. Registration stands at 1150 at this point (34 more riders would show up in Terre Haute with money in hand for late-late registration; which we didn’t refuse). As the week progressed, the forecast kept improving from good to great with predicted temperatures in the mid 80's and a southwest wind. I began to think about ordering extra medallions and having to mail them after the event. I was scheduled to be in Iowa on RAGBRAI with Lance one week after RAIN. We were also signed up for CANDISC in North Dakota the first full week in August. Mailing additional key chains would be a big problem. As RAIN day progressed, a gentle from the west had riders arriving at the finish line in large numbers and I became more and more concerned about having enough key chains. In 2006 the 500th rider arrived at 6:45 pm. This year, rider number 500 arrived at 5:00 pm. I opened the bag containing the last 50 key chains at 7:30 pm, an hour-and-a-half before the official RAIN deadline. Since I was down to 25 key chains with an hour to go, I headed out in the TRIRI Van to count the riders left on the route, thinking I wouldn’t have nearly enough. I probably wouldn’t have enough, but I would be close. With 30 minutes to go, I had ten key chains left and considered my options. Should I lengthen the route for those still on the course, adding a second detour. With fifteen minutes to go, I only had three key chains left. At that point, I stopped watching for riders and began taking down the campus shower signs and cleaning up. When I returned to the finish line at 9:00 Dan and Linda still had three key chains left. Upon returning home the next day, I looked up the Indiana Metal Craft invoice and discovered that they had struck 1,003 medallions. We gave away exactly 1000 key chains. One week later, from Iowa, I noticed on the rainride.org website that Linda had posted the RAIN results showing 1,001 finishers. Did someone not get a key chain?

